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BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

NIC Workforce Training Center, Post Falls, ID 
January 21, 2026 

 MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Tarie Zimmerman called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and verified that a quorum was present. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Trustees: Brad Corkill 
  Rick Durbin  
  Mary Havercroft 
  Eve Knudtsen 
  Tarie Zimmerman 
 

Also present: Nick Swayne, President 
    
APPROVE AGENDA 
Chair Tarie Zimmerman called for a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Trustee Eve Knudtsen made 
the motion which was seconded by Trustee Brad Corkill. The Chair called for the vote. The motion passed 
unanimously with five votes in favor. Chair Zimmerman then led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
     
MESSAGE FROM BOARD CHAIR 
Chair Zimmerman reported that an accreditation hearing with the Northwest Commission on Colleges and 
Universities (NWCCU) has been scheduled for January 28, 2026. A Policy Subcommittee meeting will be held 
on the same date. 
 
Prior to the meeting, the Trustees participated in a 30 minute tour of the Workforce Training Center (WTC) led 
by Executive Director of Workforce & Economic Development Colby Mattila. The Trustees observed significant 
activity and a great deal of positive change underway. Chair Zimmerman expressed appreciation for the tour 
and conveyed a positive impression of the facility. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Rick Currie Budget Action 

 
CELEBRATING SUCCESS: ACADEMIC SUPPORT CENTERS 
President Swayne introduced Associate Dean of Academic Support Holly Edwards, who provided an overview 
of the Cardinal Learning Commons and the College’s Writing Center. Meyer Health and Sciences Center 
Coordinator Patty Maloney and Math Education Center Coordinator Sarah Adams presented on their respective 
areas. Student and part-time Math Tutor Gabrielle Symons shared remarks on the positive impact the Math 
Education Center and the Cardinal Learning Commons have had on her education. Several Trustees and 
President Swayne offered positive comments following the presentation. The presentation is included as an 
addendum to these minutes.  
 
CONSTITUENT REPORTS 
ASNIC 
Student Senator Roger Griffin reported on behalf of President Blake Sanchez who was not present. Recent 
ASNIC activities included approval of an urgent Fast Grant request, work on a preliminary budget, and planning 
for the completion of ongoing projects, including the addition of a guitar in the Edminster Student Union Building 
(SUB), and the installation of new televisions for common use. Mr. Griffin stated that ASNIC leadership has 
reaffirmed its commitment to acting in the best interests of students through both routine operations and future 
initiatives. 
 
Faculty Assembly 
Professor – Business, and Faculty Assembly Vice Chair Kristi Mendoza reported on behalf of Chair Jon 
Gardunia, DPT who was not present. The January Faculty Assembly meeting included a status update from 
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Chief Human Resources Officer Meagan Snyder regarding the 2025 Great Colleges to Work for Climate Survey 
taken by faculty and staff in April 2025. Other activities included regular constituent committee reports and a 
second reading of Policy 5.04 (Grading). The policy was approved by the Faculty Assembly and will now be 
forwarded to Senate.   
 
Staff Assembly 
Chair Dan Adams reported that following the holiday break, staff returned to significant weather related impacts 
on campus, including numerous fallen trees. The January Staff Assembly meeting was canceled due to the high 
level of activity at the start of the semester as staff focused on resuming normal campus operations. Mr. Adams 
reported that several new staff members have been welcomed to campus and he expressed anticipation for a 
productive spring semester. 
 
Senate 
Chair Matt Petersen, PhD extended gratitude to the Academic Support Centers for their role in supporting 
student success beyond the classroom. The Senate will meet on January 22, 2026 where agenda items will 
include a second reading of Procedure 3.02.16 (Staff Compensation Structure) and a review of standing 
committees. Dr. Petersen noted that committee participation is a contractual obligation for faculty, and that 
many staff members also contribute significant time. The Senate is reviewing standing committees to assess 
effectiveness and alignment with strategic plan implementation needs. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Accreditation 
The College is prepared to appear before the upcoming NWCCU meeting of the full commission scheduled for 
January 28, 2026. President Swayne expressed optimism that this may be the final special review of NIC and 
he is hopeful that the College will return to good standing as a result. The NWCCU will issue an action letter 
within 30 days of the meeting, with a decision expected no later than March 2, 2026. The outcome will be 
promptly communicated to the campus community and the public. 
 
Goal 1: Student Success and Access 
Dean of Enrollment Services Tami Haft provided a thorough update on Fall enrollment later in this meeting. 
Prior to that, President Swayne shared Spring enrollment is up approximately 8% compared to the prior year, 
marking approximately six consecutive terms of enrollment growth. Full-time student enrollment is up nearly 
13% across all categories, representing approximately 175 additional students on campus. 
 
Goal 2: Academic Programs and Pathways 
President Swayne reported that Interim Provost Dr. Lloyd Duman continues to lead the effort to develop an 
integrated system that aligns credit and non-credit programs more clearly. The goal is to support flexible, 
lifelong learning pathways that allow students to progress without loss of credit as they advance through 
programs. 
 
Goal 3: Community Partnerships and Engagement 
Construction of the NIC’s American Indian Student Center is progressing well and nearing completion. 
President Swayne said that the project represents the final requirement of the nine-point agreement signed in 
1997 between NIC and the Coeur d’Alene Tribe.  
 
The College is actively participating in a NASA Technology and Innovation Hub (Tech Hub) proposal to support 
workforce training in aerospace and advanced manufacturing. Additionally, the President reported that NIC will 
participate in a delegation to Taiwan through the Idaho Department of Commerce to learn advanced 
manufacturing processes.  
 
Goal 4: Institutional Systems and Integration 
President Swayne reminded the group this goal involves institutional systems and integration, with efforts 
focused on aligning remote sites, including the WTC, the Parker Technical Education Center, and NIC at 
Sandpoint. Dual credit enrollment in Sandpoint increased significantly, up approximately 385% from the 
previous year, growing from about 8–10 students to approximately 65. This growth was attributed to 
strengthened leadership, high school engagement, and the institution’s improved standing.  
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Goal 5: Operational Excellence and Infrastructure 
Over the past five months, all five major strategic goals have been reviewed. The President shared that later in 
the meeting, Accreditation Liaison Dr. Steve Kurtz will discuss the process of distilling the numerous goals and 
objectives into a focused set of measures. The goals have been condensed into 12 essential items, serving as 
direct or indirect indicators to track progress and demonstrate mission fulfillment to the NWCCU.  
 
General Updates 
President Swayne stated that efforts are underway to align actual expenditures more closely with the approved 
budget. Updated state revenue projections were reported, indicating the budget outlook may be less severe 
than initially anticipated, though planning continues for a wide range of scenarios.  
 
The President described the Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE) grant program and 
reported that the College submitted a grant proposal to the State Board of Education (SBOE). While NIC’s 
proposal was not selected, the SBOE was awarded a $4 million grant.  
 
President Swayne reported that the NIC women’s and men’s basketball teams split their contests on Saturday 
against Snow College, with the women securing a victory and the men not prevailing. Both teams are 
scheduled to play Salt Lake City Community College on Thursday, January 22, 2026 at Christensen Gym. 
 
President Swayne reported that the NIC wrestling program is currently ranked sixth in the country. The team is 
scheduled to compete against Big Bend Community College, currently ranked tenth nationally, on Friday, 
January 23, 2026.  
 
President Swayne said that he and some Trustees will attend the Association of Community College Trustees 
(ACCT) Legislative Summit being held in Washington, D.C. from February 8 – 11, 2026.  
 
The President announced that the Great Northwest Safety Fest will take place February 8 – 11, 2026 at the 
WTC. The event is sponsor-funded and offers free, one-day training opportunities to the public, including 
certifications such as forklift operation and first aid. 
 
President Swayne brought attention to two favorable articles featured in the Coeur d’Alene Press. Under the 
instruction of Associate Professor - Graphic Design Phillipe Valle, an NIC student was recognized for multiple 
awards, including one for the design of holiday wrapping paper. Another article referred to NIC’s $4 million 
FIPSE grant proposal submission.  
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
Instruction – Workforce Training 
Colby Mattila provided an overview of the Workforce Training Center highlighting the WTC’s community impact, 
enrollment statistics, and Fiscal Year 2025 (FY25) revenue. Mr. Mattila’s presentation is included as an 
addendum to these minutes. 
 
Finance (Q2 Oct – Dec) 
Vice President for Finance and Business Affairs Sarah Garcia presented a brief finance update for the second 
quarter of FY26. Her presentation is included as an addendum to these minutes. 
 
Fall Enrollment 
Tami Haft shared an overview of Fall 2025 enrollment statistics based on the October 15, 2025 census. She 
reported a 1.7% increase in total student headcount compared to Fall 2024, and a 17% increase compared to 
Fall 2023. Increases were also noted among transfer and dual enrollment students. Ms. Haft’s presentation is 
included as an addendum to these minutes. 
 
Budget Assumptions 
Sarah Garcia led the Trustees through a review of the College’s FY27 Budget Planning Assumptions. She 
answered questions from the Trustees and President Swayne offered additional comments. Ms. Garcia’s 
presentation is included as an addendum to these minutes. 
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Center for New Directions 
Coordinator - Center for New Directions Louisa Rogers presented an overview of the grant funded Center for 
New Directions. She described the various services offered and shared the Center’s growth statistics. Ms. 
Rogers shared the success story of a recent NIC graduate who greatly benefited the from the Center’s 
assistance. Her presentation is included as an addendum to these minutes. 
 
Strategic Plan Update 
Dr. Steve Kurtz explained how NIC’s mission statement, reviewed through multiple strategic planning 
processes, guides meaningful goals and indicators. He described the various methods used by the College to 
assess mission fulfillment, and stated that strategic planning allows NIC to demonstrate ongoing improvement 
and to benchmark performance against regional and national peer institutions. Dr. Kurtz’s presentation is 
included as an addendum to these minutes. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Tabs 1 and 2: Approve Board Facilitated Discussion Minutes for November 19, 2025 and Approve Board 
Regular Meeting Minutes for November 19, 2025 
Chair Zimmerman requested a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Trustee Corkill made the 
motion which was seconded by Trustee Mary Havercroft. Chair Zimmerman called for the vote. The motion 
passed unanimously with five votes in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Tab 3: First Reading of Board Goals 2025-2026 
Chair Zimmerman stated that this is a first reading of the Board goals that were developed and refined during a 
special workshop in November 2025. She then requested a motion to discuss and/or approve the 2025 – 2026 
Board goals. Trustee Knudtsen made the motion to approve the Board goals as presented. The motion was 
seconded by Trustee Rick Durbin. With no discussion, Chair Zimmerman called for the vote. The motion 
passed unanimously with five votes in favor. 
 
Election of KTEC Liaison 
President Swayne explained that Trustee Havercroft has been serving as liaison between NIC and the Kootenai 
Technical Education Campus (KTEC). Trustee Havercroft expressed her desire to continue serving in the role. 
Chair Zimmerman requested a motion to reappoint Trustee Havercroft as KTEC Liaison. Trustee Knudtsen 
made the motion which was seconded by Trustee Durbin. Chair Zimmerman called for the vote. The motion 
passed unanimously with five votes in favor. 
 
TRUSTEE REMARKS FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 
Trustee Havercroft reported on attending the December 2025 Medical Assisting and Surgical Technology 
pinning ceremonies and noted the strong sense of community within the programs. She recognized the 
retirement of Professor/Program Director-Medical Assistant Program Cindy Pavel and her contributions to 
student success, including strong exam outcomes and job placement.  
 
Chair Zimmerman concluded the meeting with words of appreciation to the WTC staff for hosting the Board. 
She noted that the tour was informative and well organized, and thanked the staff for their hospitality.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Suzy Scura, Board Clerk 
 
Addenda: 
1) Academic Support Centers Presentation 
2) Workforce Training Center Presentation 
3) Finance (Q2 Oct – Dec) Presentation 
4) Fall Enrollment Presentation 
5) Budget Assumptions Presentation 
6) Center for New Directions Presentation 
7) Strategic Plan Update Presentation 


