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March 12, 2021

TO: Civil Rights Division of the United States Justice Department
Northwest Commission on Colleges & Universities

From:

The Kootenai County Task Force on Human Relations
Spokane County Human Rights Task Force

Bonner County Human Rights Task Force

Boundary County Human Rights Task Force

RE: Official Complaint of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Violations at North Idaho College
(NIC)

During the November 3, 2020 general election, Kootenai County voters selected three
members to the non-partisan, five-member North Idaho College Board of Trustees. The new
majority elected as chair Todd Banducci, an eight-year board member, who has had a
troubled history and behavior toward some NIC female employees. Mr. Banducci and the
new Board majority have engaged in conduct that is counter to the civil and human rights
and civil liberties protected by the United States Constitution, Federal laws, Idaho laws, and
NIC policies for all NIC employees and students.

In a legislative town hall meeting held in Kootenai County on September 19, 2020, several
Idaho state legislators strongly criticized the NIC Diversity Council and diversity programs
as well as diversity efforts at other Idaho state colleges and universities. Stating, “we need to
take back control of the NIC board,” as the legislators advocated for the re-election of Mr,
Banducci and two other mew candidates aligned with Banducci who were elected in
November partially based on the idea of eliminating tax-based diversity initiatives at North
Idaho College and other Idaho colleges and universities (see at the bottom of this letter the

https YouTube address for the town hall meeting).

One of the first official actions by the new majority during their second NIC board meeting
was to repeal the board conduct code that governed trustees’ behavior and decorum.

After three months under Chairman Banducci, we learned more about his past serious
misconduct plus recent escalating acts in violation of the employees and students’
constitutional rights. Our findings are based on the release of college emails obtained under
public records’ requests, written statements from NIC hoard member Christie Wood, a
letter to the board by NIC president Rick MacLennan, a resolution from the NIC Faculty
Assembly, and statements from campus employees showing a hostile climate that has
included bullying, intimidation, threats toward employees’ job security, sexual harassment,
and verbal/physical assault.

Among the many violations we have attached as evidence with this letter, we wish to
highlight some of the most grievous acts:
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In an email to an NIC student on January 12, 2021 (6:09:49 p.m. PST), Chairman
Banducci stated: “. .. I'm battling the NIC 'deep state’ on an almost daily basis. The
liberal progressives are quite deeply entrenched. We are registering victories and
will register more wins, but it takes time. . .." Many employees fear that Chairman
Banducci will target them for harassment or seek to interfere in the day-to-day
operations of the college to impede the academic freedom of faculty if he believes
they do not align with his personal extreme political views.

In a letter to the NIC Board of Trustees via email on January 18, 2021 (9:28:34 a.m. PST),
NIC president MacLennan provided deeply troubling evidence regarding Mr. Banducci's
behavior. We wish to share four incidents from Dr. MacLennan’s letter.

(A) Mr. Banducci referring back to Dr. MacLennan's 2016 campus visit as a
presidential candidate, he disparaged the president’s wife stating: “I remember
when you interviewed for the job and you didn’t bring your wife out, which is a good
thing since | think she’s a Hillary supporter and [ couldn’t stand for that.”

(B) Mr. Banducci confronted an NIC employee, intimidating the employee over a
personal political contribution to Dr. Joe Dunlap, a trustee candidate in the 2020
election.

(C) On December 10, 2019, at an NIC Foundation social event, Dr. MacLennan
witnessed Mr. Banducci's verbal and physical assault of an NIC female employee
resulting in ongoing trauma for the employee. According to one of the released
emails obtained from a public records request, Mr. Banducci signed a non-financial
settlement with the employee agreeing to have no contact with her.

(D) Mr. Banducci has demonstrated a very aggressive and intimidating behavior
toward other NIC employees over the years.

A specific example of Mr. Banducci's infringement on free speech occurred in an email
Chairman Banducci sent to NIC President MacLennan on January 15, 2021 in which
Banducci objected to the NIC Associated Student Body president omitting the phrase,
“under God,” while reciting the Pledge of Allegiance at the May 2020 NIC graduation. In the
email, Banducci said: “1 expect that this institution will work hard to see that should never
happen again.”

NIC Trustee Christie Wood in a letter to her fellow trustees on January 12, 2021 registered
similar complaints toward Mr. Banducci. Ms. Wood indicated that the NIC Board over the
past eight years had on numerous occasions attempted to persuade, model, and suggest
proper conduct by trustees. But she indicated that faculty, staff, and students have been
either subject to or witnessed inappropriate, aggressive, or threatening behavior from
Trustee Banducci. Finally, on April 8, 2020, the NIC Board of Trustees issued a private
censure of Mr. Banducci.

In her letter, Ms. Wood related two occasions following board meetings when she
experienced verbal abuse and threats from Trustee Banducci. The first incident involved
Banducci shouting at her, “I ought to take you outside right now and kick your ass.” The
second incident involved Mr. Banducci yelling at Ms. Wood, “l am not even speaking to you,
in fact my wife is going to bitch slap you.”



One of the latest troubling developments from the new board majority has been a
discussion on whether to overrule the NIC president's mandate that everyone must wear a
facemask on campus to protect against COVID-19.

On February 2, 2021, the North Idaho College Faculty Assembly adopted a resolution asking
Chairman Banducci to step down as Board chair and called on the trustees to reinstate the
board conduct code.

Based on the data provided in this letter and attachments, we believe that at least three
criteria required by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities for full
accreditation have been severely violated including:

=  #5STUDENT LEARNING (e.g., global awareness, cultural sensitivity-diversity);
* #7 NON-DISCRIMINATION;
* #16 ACADEMIC FREEDOM.

In cases when elected officials abuse their power by denying the rights of their fellow
citizens, employees, or show no concern for victims, it reminds us of the Army-McCarthy
hearing on June 9, 1954. Boston attorney Joseph Welch, representing the Army, having
become frustrated from the badgering by Senator Joe McCarthy responded, “Have you no
sense of decency.”

We file this complaint with both the Civil Rights Division of the United States Justice
Department and the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities requesting a full
investigation of what we believe is a pervasive pattern violating the civil rights, academic
freedom, and civil liberties of the employees and students at North Idaho College. It has
become crystal clear under the new NIC board majority that there is no opportunity
internally to address the harm to the victims or protect the civil rights and civil liberties of
the employees and students of North Idaho College. While we do not seek to undo the
election, we do expect all members of the NIC board to follow the law.

As long-time human rights organizations that have as one of our major missions to support
and give assistance to victims of malicious harassment, sexual harassment, or physical
assault, we urge you to fully investigate these serious allegations.

Please find enclosed supporting documents for the allegations that are made in this letter of
complaints.

ReSpectfuIly Submitted,
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Kuotenal County Task Force on Human Relations Board

Tony Stewart, secretary
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Spukane County uman Rights Task Force Board

Dean Lynch, president
509-280-3326 & flvachl0@comeastnek
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Bonner County Human Rights Task Force Board
Brenda Hammond, president

208-290-7961 & brand1844@hotmail.com
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County Human Rights Task Force Board

Craig Kelson, president
208-669-2252 craig.kelson1@gmail.com

See Kootenai County legislative town hall, September 19, 2020 at:

https: .voutube.com /watch?v=zlmA-0ZWuhs&t=39s


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zlmA-oZWuhs&t=39s
mailto:craig.kelsonl@gmail.com
mailto:brand1844@hotmail.com

	Official Corn plaint of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Violations at North Idaho College (NIC)




[image: CommonLook Logo]CommonlLook








CommonLook PDF Compliance Report



Generated by CommonLook®PDF



Name of Verified File:



NIC Letter of Complaint_18March2021-accessible.pdf



Date Verified:



Wednesday, July 19, 2023



Results Summary:



Number of Pages: 4



Total number of tests requested: 94



Total of Failed statuses: 0



Total of Warning statuses: 0



Total of Passed statuses: 83



Total of User Verify statuses: 0



Total of Not Applicable statuses: 50



Structural Results



Structural Results





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  




Accessibility Results





Section 508





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  




  

  

WCAG 2.0





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  




  

  

PDF/UA 1.0 (ISO 14289-1)



 		Serial		Page No.		Element Path		Checkpoint Name		Test Name		Status		Reason		Comments

		1						7.1 General		Document		Passed		Document element passed.		

		2				MetaData		7.1 General		Metadata - Title and Viewer Preferences		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		3						7.1 General		No Suspects in document.		Passed		The Suspects entry is not set to true		

		4						7.1 General		Untagged Content		Passed		No Untagged annotations were detected, and no elements have been untagged in this session.		

		5		1,2,3,4		Tags		7.1 General		Correct Reading Order		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		6						7.1 General		Figure and Formula BBox attribute		Passed		All Figure and Formula tags have their BBox attributes set correctly.		

		7						7.1 General		Placement attribute		Passed		No case detected where the specification of the Placement attribute is necessary or all specified correctly.		

		8						7.1 General		Tagged Document		Passed		Tags have been added to this document.		

		9				MetaData		7.2 Text		Natural Language		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		10						7.2 Text		Semantically appropriate nesting		Passed		All tags are nested in a semantically appropriate manner		

		11						7.2 Text		Unicode mapping		Passed		All text in the document has valid unicode mapping.		

		12						7.3 Graphics		Tagged in Figures, Formula or Artifacts		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		13		1,3,4		Tags->0->2,Tags->0->35,Tags->0->40,Tags->0->44,Tags->0->48		7.3 Graphics		Alternate Representation		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		14		1,3,4		Tags->0->2,Tags->0->35,Tags->0->40,Tags->0->44,Tags->0->48		7.3 Graphics		Alt vs. Actual Text		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		15		1,3,4		Tags->0->2,Tags->0->35,Tags->0->40,Tags->0->44,Tags->0->48		7.3 Graphics		Figures without caption.		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		16						7.3 Graphics		Grouped graphics		Passed		No Figures with semantic value only if grouped were detected in this document.		

		17		1,3,4		Tags->0->2,Tags->0->35,Tags->0->40,Tags->0->44,Tags->0->48		7.3 Graphics		Graphics most accessible representation.		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		18						7.4 Headings		Numbered Headings - Nesting		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		19						7.4 Headings		Mixed Headings		Passed		Document does not use a both unnumbered and numbered headings.		

		20						7.4 Headings		Numbered Headings - Arabic Numerals		Passed		All Headings are using arabic numerals.		

		21						7.6 Lists		Correct Structure - Lbl		Passed		All Lbl elements passed.		

		22						7.6 Lists		Correct Structure - LBody		Passed		All LBody elements passed.		

		23						7.6 Lists		Correct Structure - LI		Passed		All List Items passed.		

		24						7.6 Lists		Correct Structure - L		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		25						7.6 Lists		ListNumbering		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		26				Pages->0,Pages->1,Pages->2,Pages->3		7.8 Page headers and footers		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		27						7.15 XFA		Dynamic XFA		Passed		Document doesn't contains a dynamic XFA form.		

		28						7.16 Security		P entry in encryption dictionary		Passed		This file is encrypted, but it contains the P key in the encryption dictionary and the 10th bit is set to true.		

		29						7.17 Navigation		Document Outline (Bookmarks)		Passed		Bookmarks are logical and consistent with Heading Levels.		

		30		1,3,4		Tags->0->19->0->0,Tags->0->38->1->0,Tags->0->43->1->0,Tags->0->47->1->0,Tags->0->51->1->0,Tags->0->52->1->0		7.18.1 Annotations		Annotations correct reading order.		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		31		1,3,4		Tags->0->19->0->0,Tags->0->38->1->0,Tags->0->43->1->0,Tags->0->47->1->0,Tags->0->51->1->0,Tags->0->52->1->0		7.18.1 Annotations		Annotations for visual formatting		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		32						7.18.2 Annotation Types		TrapNet		Passed		No TrapNet annotations were detected in this document.		

		33						7.18.3 Tab Order		Tabs Key		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		34						7.18.5 Links		Link Annotations - Valid Tagging		Passed		All tagged Link annotations are tagged in Link tags.		

		35						7.18.5 Links		Includes Link Annotation		Passed		All Link tags contain at least one Link annotation.		

		36		1,3,4		Tags->0->19->0,Tags->0->19->0->0,Tags->0->38->1,Tags->0->38->1->0,Tags->0->43->1,Tags->0->43->1->0,Tags->0->47->1,Tags->0->47->1->0,Tags->0->51->1,Tags->0->51->1->0,Tags->0->52->1,Tags->0->52->1->0		7.18.5 Links		Alternate Representation		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		37						7.18.5 Links		IsMap attribute		Passed		No Server-side image maps were detected in this document (Links with IsMap set to true).		

		38						7.20 XObjects		Content referenced more than once		Passed		No Form XObjects contain MCIDs and are referenced more than once.		

		39						7.21 Fonts		Embedding		Passed		All fonts used for rendering are embedded		

		40						7.21 Fonts		CIDFont - Type 2 CIDToGIDMap exists		Passed		All Type 2 CID fonts contain CIDToGIDMap dictionaries.		

		41						7.21 Fonts		CIDFont - Type 2 CIDToGIDMap Type		Passed		All Type 2 CID fonts contain CIDToGIDMaps that are either set to Identity or are stream.		

		42						7.21 Fonts		Font and FontDescriptor dictionaries		Passed		Passed		

		43						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Encoding CMap		Passed		All CMaps are either predefined or embedded.		

		44						7.1 General		Correct Structure - RP, RB and RT		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		45						7.1 General		Correct Structure - Ruby		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		46						7.1 General		Table Cells		Not Applicable		No Table Data Cell or Header Cell elements were detected in this document.		

		47						7.1 General		THead, TBody and TFoot		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		48						7.1 General		Table Rows		Not Applicable		No Table Row elements were detected in this document.		

		49						7.1 General		Table		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in this document.		

		50						7.1 General		TOCI		Not Applicable		No TOCI elements were detected in this document.		

		51						7.1 General		TOC		Not Applicable		No TOC elements were detected in this document.		

		52						7.1 General		Correct Structure - Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		53						7.1 General		Correct Structure - WT and WP		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		

		54						7.1 General		Valid Role Maps		Not Applicable		No Role-maps exist in this document.		

		55						7.1 General		Role Maps - Semantic appropriateness		Not Applicable		No Role-maps exist in this document.		

		56						7.1 General		Use the Beep function		Not Applicable		No scripts were detected in this document.		

		57						7.1 General		No Flicker		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		58						7.1 General		Sound Alternatives		Not Applicable		No multimedia elements were detected in this document.		

		59						7.1 General		OCR validation		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		60						7.3 Graphics		Graphics tagged inside Link		Not Applicable		No graphics inside link were detected in this document.		

		61						7.4 Headings		Unnumbered Headings		Not Applicable		No unnumbered headings (H tags) were detected in this document.		

		62						7.4 Headings		Headings representing a 7th level		Not Applicable		No Heading elements were detected in this document.		

		63						7.5 Tables		Summary		Not Applicable		No Table elements were detected in the document.		

		64						7.5 Tables		Header Cells		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		65						7.5 Tables		Scope Attribute		Not Applicable		No TH elements were detected in this document.		

		66						7.5 Tables		Column headers in rows		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		67						7.5 Tables		Row headers in columns		Not Applicable		No tables were detected in this document.		

		68						7.5 Tables		Organize Table		Not Applicable		no nonorganized table were detected in the document.		

		69						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula - Alternate Representations		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		70						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula - Appropriate alternate representations.		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		71						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula text tagged in Formula		Not Applicable		No formula text were detected in this document.		

		72						7.9 Notes and references		Note tag unique ID		Not Applicable		No Note tags were detected in this document.		

		73						7.9 Notes and references		References		Not Applicable		No internal links were detected in this document		

		74						7.10 Optional Content		Names and AS keys		Not Applicable		No Optional Content were detected in this document.		

		75						7.11 Embedded Files		F, UF and Desc keys		Not Applicable		No Embedded files were detected in this document.		

		76						7.12 Article Threads		7.12 Article Threads		Not Applicable		No Article threads were detected in the document		

		77						7.14 Non-Interactive Forms		PrintField attributes		Not Applicable		No non-interactive forms were detected in this document.		

		78						7.18.1 Annotations		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		79						7.18.1 Annotations		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		80						7.18.1 Annotations		Other annotations doesn't have alternative description		Not Applicable		No other annotations were detected in this document.		

		81						7.18.2 Annotation Types		Unknown Annotations		Not Applicable		No unknown annotations were detected in this document.		

		82						7.18.4 Forms		Accessible Radio Buttons		Not Applicable		No Radio Buttons were detected in this document.		

		83						7.18.4 Forms		Alternate Representation		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		84						7.18.8 PrinterMark Annotations		PrinterMark Annotations - Valid tagging		Not Applicable		No PrinterMark Annotations were detected in this document.		

		85						7.19 Actions		Script keystroke timing		Not Applicable		No scripts were detected in this document.		

		86						7.20 XObjects		Reference Form XObjects		Not Applicable		No Form XObjects were detected in the document.		

		87						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Registry		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		88						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Ordering		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		89						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Supplement		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		90						7.21 Fonts		ToUnicode map exists		Not Applicable		All fonts either define the ToUnicode entry or a known encoding.		

		91						7.21 Fonts		TrueType Font Encoding		Not Applicable		No TrueType fonts were detected in this document.		

		92						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - WMode		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with stream Encoding defined in the document.		

		93						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Referenced CMaps		Not Applicable		No CMap references another CMap.		

		94						7.1 General		Format, layout and color		Skipped		Make sure that no information is conveyed by contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof while the content is not tagged to reflect all meaning conveyed by the use of contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof.		








HHS





  

  

    		Index

    		Checkpoint

    		Status

    		Reason

    		Comments



  






    HHS (2018 regulations)



    

        

            

                		Index

                		Checkpoint

                		Status

                		Reason

                		Comments

            



        

    






    



    WCAG 2.1



    

        

            

                		Index

                		Checkpoint

                		Status

                		Reason

                		Comments

            



        

    







  

Checkpoint Description:





  

  

    		Checkpoint Name 

    		Checkpoint Description



	





