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Academic Certificate in Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential 
Preparation 

This course option is designed for the student who desires to learn the basic principles of early childhood education by 
obtaining a nationally-recognized early childhood credential - the Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential, 
awarded by the Council for Professional Recognition.  The four courses in this program cover the basic development of 
young children, working with families and strategies for providing high quality childcare.  Participants who successfully 
earn this Academic Certificate from NIC will have completed the required 120 hours of specified training, prepared the 
requisite Professional Portfolio and accompanying Reflective Statements of Competence, and are eligible to apply for a 
Child Development Associate Credential in Infant/Toddler, Preschool, Family Child Care or Home Visitor settings.  They 
have also earned 10 college credits, applicable toward an Associate Degree in Child Development at North Idaho College. 
The CDA credential is a recognized professional level on the Idaho Early Childhood Pathway of Professional 
Development.  

A Child Development Associate (CDA) is an individual who has successfully completed the CDA education, work 
hours, professional portfolio, and direct assessment process and has been awarded the national CDA Credential.  
CDAs are able to meet the specific needs of children and work with parents and other adults to nurture children's 
physical, social, emotional, and intellectual growth in a child development framework. The CDA Credential is 
administered by the Council for Professional Recognition (The Council) in Washington DC, and there is a fee paid to 
the Council for the final credentialing process. 

To enroll in this program, you must: 

 Be eighteen years or older
 Hold a high school diploma or equivalent
 Be currently employed, or routinely volunteer, in a licensed early childhood setting
 Have accumulated or be in the position to accumulate 480 hours working (employed or volunteer) with their

targeted age-range children in a supervised early childhood setting within three years of submitting an
application.

 Work with infants/toddlers, pre-school, or family child care

This Academic Certificate provides CDA candidates with: 

 The 120 hours of specified formal education
 Development of the prescribed professional portfolio
 Development of the six Reflective Statements of Competence
 Distribution, collection, summary and reflection on Parent Questionnaires
 Development of a personal professional philosophy statement
 Application to the Council for Professional Recognition for the direct observation
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 Preparation for the direct observation of the candidate working in a child-care setting 
 Preparation for the PearsonVue/CDA exam 

Program Requirements 
 

Course No. Title               Credits 
 
CHD-110 Child Health and Safety      3 
CHD-134 Infancy through Middle Childhood     3 
CHD-150 Professional Partnerships: Families, Schools, and Community  3 
CHD-165 – CDA Professional Portfolio Development    1  

Program Total 10 credits 

Upon completion of this Academic Certificate requirements, you must make official application for Graduation from the 

Certificate with the NIC Registrar’s Office. Students can find the Application for Graduation under the Academic Profile 

of the Student menu or online on the Registrar’s Office home website.   

Nine of the ten course credits for the Academic Certificate in CDA Credential Preparation articulate directly into the new 

NIC Academic Certificate in Child Development (21 credits).   

Enrolling in the Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential Academic Certificate Program: 

 Apply to NIC for admission 

 Select “Child Development” as your area of emphasis 

 Contact Kathleen Miller Green to indicate interest in the CDA Academic Certificate Program. 

 Once your requirements for the program are verified, Kathleen will notify the NIC Registrar’s Office and 
you will be enrolled into the Academic Certificate Program and Kathleen will be your NIC Academic 
Advisor. 

 Register for one or more of the courses in the Academic Certificate.  If the section  for a needed course 
is full SIGN UP ON THE WAITLIST – THAT IS THE ONLY WAY WE KNOW WE NEED TO OPEN 
ADDITIONAL SECTIONS OF THE COURSES!!! 

 Upon successful completion (C- or higher) of the four courses, you will be awarded the NIC Child 
Development Associate (CDA) Credential Academic Certificate. 

 If you choose, all of your courses will directly transfer and apply to the Associate of Science in Child 
Development at NIC. 

Contact Kathleen Miller Green, NIC Child Development Instructor and CDA Professional Development Specialist at 

kmgreen@nic.edu or (208) 665-4527 for more information about the Academic Certificate in Child Development 

Associate (CDA) preparation or the Academic Certificate in Child Development. 

mailto:kmgreen@nic.edu
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		1						7.1 General		Document		Passed		Document element passed.		

		2						7.1 General		Table Cells		Passed		All Table Data Cells and Header Cells passed		

		3						7.1 General		Table Rows		Passed		All Table Rows passed.		

		4						7.1 General		Table		Passed		All Table elements passed.		

		5				MetaData		7.1 General		Metadata - Title and Viewer Preferences		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		6						7.1 General		No Suspects in document.		Passed		The Suspects entry is not set to true		

		7						7.1 General		Untagged Content		Passed		No Untagged annotations were detected, and no elements have been untagged in this session.		

		8		1,2		Tags		7.1 General		Correct Reading Order		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		9						7.1 General		Figure and Formula BBox attribute		Passed		All Figure and Formula tags have their BBox attributes set correctly.		

		10						7.1 General		Placement attribute		Passed		No case detected where the specification of the Placement attribute is necessary or all specified correctly.		

		11						7.1 General		Tagged Document		Passed		Tags have been added to this document.		

		12				MetaData		7.2 Text		Natural Language		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		13						7.2 Text		Semantically appropriate nesting		Passed		All tags are nested in a semantically appropriate manner		

		14						7.2 Text		Unicode mapping		Passed		All text in the document has valid unicode mapping.		

		15						7.3 Graphics		Tagged in Figures, Formula or Artifacts		Passed		Paths, XObjects, Form XObjects and Shadings are included in Figures, Formula or Artifacted.		

		16		1		Tags->0->0		7.3 Graphics		Alternate Representation		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		17		1		Tags->0->0		7.3 Graphics		Alt vs. Actual Text		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		18		1		Tags->0->0		7.3 Graphics		Figures without caption.		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		19						7.3 Graphics		Grouped graphics		Passed		No Figures with semantic value only if grouped were detected in this document.		

		20		1		Tags->0->0		7.3 Graphics		Graphics most accessible representation.		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		21						7.4 Headings		Numbered Headings - Nesting		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		22						7.4 Headings		Mixed Headings		Passed		Document does not use a both unnumbered and numbered headings.		

		23						7.4 Headings		Numbered Headings - Arabic Numerals		Passed		All Headings are using arabic numerals.		

		24						7.5 Tables		Header Cells		Passed		All table cells have headers associated with them.		

		25						7.5 Tables		Scope Attribute		Passed		All TH elements define the Scope attribute.		

		26						7.5 Tables		Column headers in rows		Passed		No rows with inappropriate or missed headers were detected in document.		

		27						7.5 Tables		Row headers in columns		Passed		No rows with inappropriate or missed headers were detected in document.		

		28		2		Tags->0->9		7.5 Tables		Organize Table		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		29						7.6 Lists		Correct Structure - Lbl		Passed		All Lbl elements passed.		

		30						7.6 Lists		Correct Structure - LBody		Passed		All LBody elements passed.		

		31						7.6 Lists		Correct Structure - LI		Passed		All List Items passed.		

		32						7.6 Lists		Correct Structure - L		Passed		All List elements passed.		

		33		1,2		Tags->0->5,Tags->0->7,Tags->0->14		7.6 Lists		ListNumbering		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		34				Pages->0,Pages->1		7.8 Page headers and footers		Header/Footer pagination artifacts		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		35						7.15 XFA		Dynamic XFA		Passed		Document doesn't contains a dynamic XFA form.		

		36						7.16 Security		P entry in encryption dictionary		Passed		This file is encrypted, but it contains the P key in the encryption dictionary and the 10th bit is set to true.		

		37						7.17 Navigation		Document Outline (Bookmarks)		Passed		Bookmarks are logical and consistent with Heading Levels.		

		38		2		Tags->0->15->1->0		7.18.1 Annotations		Annotations correct reading order.		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		39		2		Tags->0->15->1->0		7.18.1 Annotations		Annotations for visual formatting		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		40						7.18.2 Annotation Types		TrapNet		Passed		No TrapNet annotations were detected in this document.		

		41						7.18.3 Tab Order		Tabs Key		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		42						7.18.5 Links		Link Annotations - Valid Tagging		Passed		All tagged Link annotations are tagged in Link tags.		

		43						7.18.5 Links		Includes Link Annotation		Passed		All Link tags contain at least one Link annotation.		

		44		2		Tags->0->15->1,Tags->0->15->1->0		7.18.5 Links		Alternate Representation		Passed				Verification result set by user.

		45						7.18.5 Links		IsMap attribute		Passed		No Server-side image maps were detected in this document (Links with IsMap set to true).		

		46						7.20 XObjects		Content referenced more than once		Passed		No Form XObjects contain MCIDs and are referenced more than once.		

		47						7.21 Fonts		Embedding		Passed		All fonts used for rendering are embedded		

		48						7.21 Fonts		CIDFont - Type 2 CIDToGIDMap exists		Passed		All Type 2 CID fonts contain CIDToGIDMap dictionaries.		

		49						7.21 Fonts		CIDFont - Type 2 CIDToGIDMap Type		Passed		All Type 2 CID fonts contain CIDToGIDMaps that are either set to Identity or are stream.		

		50						7.21 Fonts		ToUnicode map exists		Passed		All fonts either define the ToUnicode entry or a known encoding.		

		51						7.21 Fonts		Font and FontDescriptor dictionaries		Passed		Passed		

		52						7.21 Fonts		TrueType Font Encoding		Passed		All TrueType fonts define a valid Encoding entry in their font dictionary.		

		53						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Encoding CMap		Passed		All CMaps are either predefined or embedded.		

		54						7.1 General		Correct Structure - RP, RB and RT		Not Applicable		No RP, RB or RT elements were detected in this document.		

		55						7.1 General		Correct Structure - Ruby		Not Applicable		No Ruby elements were detected in this document.		

		56						7.1 General		THead, TBody and TFoot		Not Applicable		No THead, TFoot, or TBody elements were detected in this document.		

		57						7.1 General		TOCI		Not Applicable		No TOCI elements were detected in this document.		

		58						7.1 General		TOC		Not Applicable		No TOC elements were detected in this document.		

		59						7.1 General		Correct Structure - Warichu		Not Applicable		No Warichu elements were detected in this document.		

		60						7.1 General		Correct Structure - WT and WP		Not Applicable		No WP or WT elements were detected in the document		

		61						7.1 General		Valid Role Maps		Not Applicable		No Role-maps exist in this document.		

		62						7.1 General		Role Maps - Semantic appropriateness		Not Applicable		No Role-maps exist in this document.		

		63						7.1 General		Use the Beep function		Not Applicable		No scripts were detected in this document.		

		64						7.1 General		No Flicker		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		65						7.1 General		Sound Alternatives		Not Applicable		No multimedia elements were detected in this document.		

		66						7.1 General		OCR validation		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		67						7.3 Graphics		Graphics tagged inside Link		Not Applicable		No graphics inside link were detected in this document.		

		68						7.4 Headings		Unnumbered Headings		Not Applicable		No unnumbered headings (H tags) were detected in this document.		

		69						7.4 Headings		Headings representing a 7th level		Not Applicable		No Heading elements were detected in this document.		

		70						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula - Alternate Representations		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		71						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula - Appropriate alternate representations.		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		72						7.7 Mathematical Expressions		Formula text tagged in Formula		Not Applicable		No formula text were detected in this document.		

		73						7.9 Notes and references		Note tag unique ID		Not Applicable		No Note tags were detected in this document.		

		74						7.9 Notes and references		References		Not Applicable		No internal links were detected in this document		

		75						7.10 Optional Content		Names and AS keys		Not Applicable		No Optional Content were detected in this document.		

		76						7.11 Embedded Files		F, UF and Desc keys		Not Applicable		No Embedded files were detected in this document.		

		77						7.12 Article Threads		7.12 Article Threads		Not Applicable		No Article threads were detected in the document		

		78						7.14 Non-Interactive Forms		PrintField attributes		Not Applicable		No non-interactive forms were detected in this document.		

		79						7.18.1 Annotations		Form Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		80						7.18.1 Annotations		Other Annotations - Valid Tagging		Not Applicable		No Annotations (other than Links and Widgets) were detected in this document.		

		81						7.18.1 Annotations		Other annotations doesn't have alternative description		Not Applicable		No other annotations were detected in this document.		

		82						7.18.2 Annotation Types		Unknown Annotations		Not Applicable		No unknown annotations were detected in this document.		

		83						7.18.4 Forms		Accessible Radio Buttons		Not Applicable		No Radio Buttons were detected in this document.		

		84						7.18.4 Forms		Alternate Representation		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		85						7.18.8 PrinterMark Annotations		PrinterMark Annotations - Valid tagging		Not Applicable		No PrinterMark Annotations were detected in this document.		

		86						7.19 Actions		Script keystroke timing		Not Applicable		No scripts were detected in this document.		

		87						7.20 XObjects		Reference Form XObjects		Not Applicable		No Form XObjects were detected in the document.		

		88						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Registry		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		89						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Ordering		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		90						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Supplement		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with encoding other than Identity-H or Identity-V were detected in this document.		

		91						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - WMode		Not Applicable		No Type 0 fonts with stream Encoding defined in the document.		

		92						7.21 Fonts		Type 0 Fonts - Referenced CMaps		Not Applicable		No CMap references another CMap.		

		93		2		Tags->0->9		7.5 Tables		Summary		Warning		Table doesn't define the Summary attribute.		

		94						7.1 General		Format, layout and color		Skipped		Make sure that no information is conveyed by contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof while the content is not tagged to reflect all meaning conveyed by the use of contrast, color, format or layout, or some combination thereof.		
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